Dear Chairman Matrtin:

On behalf of the Center for Individual Freedom and its more than 250,000
supporters and activists nationwide, | am writing to urge you and all other
members of the Federal Communications Commission to support the
implementation and enforcement of "video choice" rules for video
franchising, the "Section 621(a)" provisions. The current lack of real
choices for consumers in video services is harmful to our national economy
and competitiveness.

Currently, only a small handful of local jurisdictions have provided
consumers genuine choices in their respective markets. Consumers in most
communities have only one, or perhaps two, local video service carriers to
choose from, rather than the myriad options all Americans enjoy in
comparable markets for telephone and Internet service. The burdensome
barriers to competition that the current system has erected have created a
virtual monopolistic market, dominated by a few companies, controlling both
prices and the pace of innovation.

Indeed, such lack of competition violates the spirit of the 1992 Cable Act,
which called for a prohibition on unreasonable refusals to award competitive
franchises. Competition has been endorsed by Congress; the franchising
process was meant to expedite video competition, not hinder it. Yet, in the
14 years since Congress passed the original Act, barriers have been erected
to obstruct competition from ever reaching these markets.

In fact, there are competitors ready, willing and able to provide consumers
alternative choices to their current video service provider. But the

current system, and the anti-competitive barriers that it created, has made
it too burdensome and inefficient for these new competitors and their new
technologies to reach consumers.



The proposed action before the FCC would remove the artificial and
counterproductive barriers to entry. It would establish reasonable
deadlines for local franchising authorities to rule on franchise

applications. Right now, many video service competitors are kept in limbo
by local authorities, who refuse to rule on their application one way or the
other. This practice is unfair and unreasonable, and it demands
remediation. The action before you would also prohibit the imposition of
unreasonable build-out demands and unreasonable application fees, which have
been imposed to artificially protect local monopolies from competition.
Finally, it would clarify the authority of local franchising authorities

over the construction and placement of mixed-use fiber optic networks.

These are all reasonable reforms that would immediately lower barriers to
entry into this crucial market. The American people deserve the same
choices - and the same benefits of competition - in their television service
as they enjoy now in all other telecommunications services.

The FCC has a responsibility, and the authority, to solve this inequity. |
respectfully urge you to use it.

Sincerely,

Jeffrey Mazzella

President

Center for Individual Freedom

113 South Columbus Street



Suite 310

Alexandria, VA 22314

703-535-5836

703-535-5838 (fax)

www.cfif.org
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